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A Snapshot of Key CLWA Events and Activities in 2021 
 

out 

The Western Australian Outstanding Community Language Teachers Award is an 
annual event that was established in 2018 as a joint presentation between 
Community Languages Western 
Australia Inc (the peak body for 
community languages schools in 
Western Australia) and the WA State 
Government’s Office of Multicultural 
Interests to recognise and celebrate 
the contribution and professionalism 
of teachers working in community 
languages schools across the State. 
Twelve teachers were recognised at 
the award ceremony which was held 
at the Hackett Hall Gallery within the 
Western Australian Museum in the 
Perth Cultural Centre. 
 

Mr Len Yarran, Wadjak Noongar 
Elder, delivered the Welcome to 
Country and gave a very 
encompassing talk on the 
importance of language and identity, 
including the Whadjuk Nyoongar culture of welcoming people of all backgrounds 
and living and belonging together.   

 
A spectacular performance 
of classical and folk 
Sinhalese dances was 
given by the Perth Sinhala 
Community. 
 

Previous recipients of the 
Western Australian 
Outstanding Community 
Language Teachers Award 
include Irina Yakimenko, 
Russian teacher from the 

Cultural Learning Centre    
Mosaica (2018) and Nirosha 

Dilhani Kapu Arachchilage, Sinhala teacher from the Perth Sinhala School (2019).  
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions, this event could not be held in 2020. 
 

Congratulations to Anja Reid, Western Australia’s Outstanding Community Language 
Teacher for 2021.  Anja teaches German at the German Goethe Society Community Language School 
 

Community Languages Western Australia is grateful to the Western Australian Government for its support of community languages schools 
through the Community Languages Program that provides community languages schools with access to funding, professional development, 
sector support and resources. 

 

Anja Reid with the Hon. Dr Tony Buti MLA, Minister for Finance; 

Lands; Sport and Recreation; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

Mr Len Yarran and Mr Enzo Sirna AM, President, Community 

Languages Western Australia Inc 

Sinhalese dancers from the Perth Sinhala Community 

2021 award nominees with the Hon. Dr Tony Buti MLA, 

Minister for Finance; Lands; Sport and Mr Enzo Sirna, President, 

Community Languages Western Australia Inc 



 

 

Professional Learning (PL) Program 

for Community Languages School Teachers, Administrators and Coordinators 
 

An extensive and comprehensive professional learning schedule of 
workshop presentations and respective sessions was completed by 
Community Languages Western Australia Inc. All Western Australian 
community languages schools were provided with opportunity to 
participate in the professional learning sessions.  
 
The professional learning schedule included a series of zoom and face-to-
face workshop sessions.  All professional learning sessions were well 
attended and, based on participant feedback, were well received and were 
relevant to community languages work and teaching.  The face-to-face 
workshops were also a great opportunity for many community languages 
schools to network with other community languages schools and to share 
their experiences and other information.  Community Languages Western 

Australia received valuable feedback from participants which is already being considered as part of the 2022 planning.     
 
Professional Learning Workshop Sessions organised included: 
 

• Child safeguarding; 

• Teaching strategies for differentiated instruction in the classroom; 

• Classroom management strategies for teachers of community languages 
schools; 

• The use of ICT in community languages classrooms; 

• Good skills of a community languages schools administrator/coordinator; 

• School management, administration and good practices; 

• Assessing and reporting student learning; 

• Looking at best practices in the languages classroom; 

• Classroom management in the multi-level/multi-age classroom; 

• Effective teaching strategies to better engage students in community 
languages schools 

• Strategies for early childhood learners; 

• Using materials to engage students in language learning; and 

• Making and obtaining resources for the language classroom. 
 
Community Languages Western Australia would like to express its appreciation to all presenters and facilitators, and acknowledges the 
significant contribution that they make to languages education and, in particular, to community languages schools.  
 

Newly Appointed CLWA Administration Support Officer 
 

I take this opportunity in expressing our appreciation and gratitude to Kathleen (Kathy) Lazaridis and acknowledge her professionalism 
and significant contribution in setting-up the CLWA office structure in her role as the initial CLWA Administration Support Officer. We 
extend our very best wishes to her and to her family for good health and happiness in the future.   
 
I would also like to welcome our new CLWA Administration Support Officer, Mahrukh Pestonji, to the position and look forward to her 
professional contribution to the role. 
 

Please note our new office hours:                                 New CLWA Office Hours 
 

Wednesday 8:45am to 4:15pm 
Thursday 8:45am to 4:15pm 

 

Office Location: 20 View Street, North Perth WA 6006  T: 9247 1352 
E: admin.support.officer@communitylanguageswa.org.au  

 

We look forward to a productive and enjoyable 2022.  
 

  

 

Enzo Sirna AM 
President 
Community Languages Western Australia 

 
 


